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‘SUGJECT:. Some. Thoughts on the UFO Project

Jim and Ted: .
| have pondwrad the UFO project’ awd talked to a number of pcrsons

about it, Here are a few thoughits on the subject. | N
Bransconb is very much against it. Cordon Little thinks it would be

2 disaster. George Benton, likewise, is ncgative.  Their erguments, combined,
run like this: {n order to undertake such a project one has to approach

it objectively, That is, onc has to admnit the possibility that such things

as UFQ's exist, v is not respectable to give serious consideration to

“such a possibility, Pelievers, in other words, remain outcests. Branscomb

suggested that ong would have to o so far as Lo consider the possibility
that scucers, if soac of tite observations are verificed, behave according to
a set of physical lows unknown to us., The simple act of admitting these
possibilities just as possibilities puts us beyond the pale, and we ﬂould

‘lose more in prestige in the scicentific comaunity than we could possibly gain
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- Branscomb compares the situation to Rhinc and the £SP study at Duke.

by undertoking the investication, Lictie indicated you do these things some=
tiwes if there iy o real national nzed,  You do ihem in spite of possivie
adversc consequences, But, in this case, there is no real national need,

' .

Valter foberts, on the other hand, very much favors our undertaking it,
He tricd to get Will Kellosg, vho is associote director of NCAR for the

Laboratory of Atmosphcr!c Sciences, to underteke it. Kellogg is very interested

and almest did., He felt, hovever, he was too cosmitted to do ft. Walt hopes
very much that we will, He says that he has information that Colorado really
iv the Tirst choice of the Air Force, that others have not been approached
and turned it down, fic thinks. contrary to Little, that there is a very
urgent nced to do it, and he feels that we will gein a grest deal in favor
among the rignt ctrcle' by performing a CrlLtCully nceded service., He sald
that we must do it right - objectively and critically - and aviod publicity
and all that sort of thnng. But having the project here would not put us

in the category of scient fic kooks. - . ¢ . : o

Branscomb says it would be better if the Mational Acadeny takes a
coantract from the Air Force and then subcoitracts the money to us-to do the
work, He feels it would look much better that way, and | agree, There are,
however, measures short of this that would accomplish almost the same thing -

" i.e. having a very distinguished group of consultants and/or advisors, having

a committec in the Academy to whem our final report could be submitted.:

Corments s . o o ' n

. . : . . -

The anzlogy vith ESP, Rhine awd’Duie is only partiaily vali d The
Du&c sludy was done by bcllove rs ho after they had- finashed, convinced
almost no one, Our study would be conducted aimost exclus:vely by nonbellevers

who, although they couldn't possibly prove a negative result, could and probably -
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would add an lmpressive body of evidence thwt therc is no reality to the
observatlons, The trick would be, 1 think, to describe the prolect so that,

to the public, it would appear o totally objective study but, to the scientific
comnunity, would present the image of & group of nonbelievers trying thelr
best to be objective but having an almost zero expectation of finding & saucer,
One way to do thls would be to stress investigation, not of the physical
phenomana, but rathar of the people who ¢o the observing ~ the psychology and
sociology of persons and groups viho regort secing UFQ's, If the amphasls

vie:e put here, rather than on exemination of the old question of the physical
realtty of the saucer, | think the scicalific communlty would qulckly get the
MEsSage, - T

There Is another reason, it scems to me, to do this, Except possibly
In a fleld Vlke optical metcoroloay, | can't Imeclne a paper coming oui of
.the study that would be publishable In a prestiglous phsyical science journal,
| can quite easily imag ne, however, that psychologlsts, socloloyists, and
psychlatrliste migit well generate schiolarly publlications as a result of their
Investlgations of the saucer obscrvers.

| have not, of course, heard thas story prasented by the Alr Force people,
That comes Yednesday morning, the 10th. 24 Condon and VIl Kellogg have heard
At, however, and thoy say the project is presenteds In a very reasonzbla light,

It Is premature to have much of an oplnion, but {'m Incllined to feel &t
this early stege that, If we set up the thing richt and take pzins to get the
proper people involved and have success In presenting the Image we want to
prescnt to the scientific comnunity, w2 could carry the job oft to our benetit,
At lcost, It ought not be rejected out of hand, : )

Notes: . S i

Valt Roberts pledged HCAR's ceooperation and pssistance, enrccially In
~opticel meteoroloay, a very thinly pooulnted field fn the U.S. (in Boulder
it is represented only at NCAR), ‘ :

The University persons who have crpressed &n interest In the project

co for are chiefl types. Ve'll have to be sure, 1f we teke on the work, thot
we cen find properly qualificd pecople who will actually do the work.
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