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d1EUO TO: E. Jemes Archer and Thurston E. Nanning 

FHO.'\\: Robert J. LO\\' 

SUilJCCT; Some. Thou~hts on the UFO Proj~ct 

Jim and Tc.d: •I 

have pon<fo red. the UFO project· ~nd talked to a number of pE:·rsons 
it. Here ere a fe ... : thoughts on the subject •. 

. . 
i3rnnscor.ah is very much C19uin~t it. Gordon· Li ttlc thinks it would be 

~ <fisaster. Gcors~ Benton .• 1 ikc\·i!se, :s· n~ .. gativc. · Their arguments, combined, 
run like this: In order to undert'1k·~ suc!1 ~project one has to ~ppro~ch 
it objectively. That is, one has to admit th~ possjbility that such things 
as UFO's e~;~t. It is not rc5pcctab1c to g~ve serious consideration to 
such a poss iui 1 i ty. Ccl ii::vcrs, :n other \·:or,ts, remain outcasts. anmscomb 
susr;cstct.1 tltnt onp \-:ouJJ htivc to so so for (jS LO consider the possibility 
thist Si:uccrs. if s0;-;ic of ti~c ob5crvution!i ;;re verified, beh.avc according to 
·a ~<? t of phy!i i c.:il k'.·:s un kn~·m to us. Th~ s i rap 1 e c.c t of ndm i t ting these 
possibilities Ju$t ~s possibilities puts us beyond the pale, and we ~oold 
'lose morn in prcst;~c in the scicnt'.fic co:Hmunily th.:m we c_ould po~sibly gain 
by undcrt~king the invc·!~tisat_ion. Li t:tic indic<.1tcc you do these things some• ' 
ltt•1l.·::. if l;1.Ht~ i:t u real natior.u1 ri~(:<l. · Yvu <lv U·1cm iu spi\:e of iJu~::.;L~~ 
adverse consequences. But, in this case, there is no real nation~) need. 
Branscomb compar~s the situDt~on to Rhinc_und the ESP study ~t Duke. 

\..'altC'r ~ohP.rts, on th~ other h'1nd, very much ·f.:wors our und~rtcldng it.· 
He tried to 9ct \Ii 11 Kc11ogg, 11·ho is assoc iJtc di rector of tJCAR 'for the 
laboratory of At~o~phcrlc Sciences, to undcrt~kc it. Kellogg is very interested·· 
~nd <'1100s t did. lie: f <; 1 t. ho.,!cvcr, he \·ms too coiwn it tt::d to do h. \.!~ 1 t hopes 
very much tl1t1t \·Jc \·Ii 11. He silys thnt he h,15 i r1format ion that Col.orudo rc.ol ly· 
h; the fir:;t choice~ of thc.f\ir Force!, th~t others nJVC not been i'pproached 
and turn~d it do~·m. }k thinks, c.ont1·tiry to Littl";• 'thcit there i!; a V€:ry 

urgent need to do it, ;rn<l ht! foe ls lhnl -\·1c \l i 11 ~c:: in il gre('.:i t d~<.1.1 in f~vor 
.:>m·)nfj the right circles by pcrformi1;g i\ critic;d ly needed service-. He Hild 
~h:Jt H<~ must do i•. risht ... objectively· tmd critic<11ly .. tsnd .'1vrod publicity 
and \:111 .thr.t sort of thing. Sut hc:ivtng the pl"Ojcc,~ here would not put-~$ 
in the c.<.1 tcgory of sci en t f i c k_ooks. :.: · 

Orilnscoinb ·:,ilys It would be better if the Nc:itional Aci.lder.1y lc1kcs il 

cootruct from tJ1c Air Force c::nd then SlJbcontr<~cts th~ money to u!;, to clo the 
work. He feel~ it \'iould look much bctt,.:r tha~ wc::y, and I csgrcc. There llre, 
h~icvcr. mc~~ur0s short of this that would acco~plish ~)most the snme thin9 -
i,c. havin0 u v·~ry distinguished group· of consult3nts and/or advi5ors, huving 
a corrroittec in the J\cadt::my to \·.'hem our final report could be submi.ttcd.· 

Comnen~: 
- . 

Tfic unc:;lo9y·,.;ith £!;P, P.hin~, ~nd Dui:c ir. on_ly ·p~rticill}' vulid, The 
Ouk<? stu~!y \'ms done by bc1 i~vcrs \':ho, dtcr they ha<l· fin.iishcd, convinced 
~lmost·n~ one. Our ~tudy would be conducted ~lmost exclusively by nonbclJcivcrs 
who, although they couldn't possibly orovc a negative· resul~, could and probably 
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would a~d ~n lmpresstve body of evidence thot there ls no re~ltty to the 
o!>scrvattons. The trick would be, I t:iin!~, to dcsc;rib~ the proJ<:ct so th::.t, 
to the public, it would appc~r ~tot.ally o~Jcctlve study but, to the sd~ntiffe 
comrnurd ty, \·1ot!ld prcs~nt the im:l9~ of n ~ro1.1p of non!Je1 fev~rs trying th<.:.t r 
be~t to be objccttve but having ~n Dlm~st ~cro cxpectntfon of findf ng e s~uc~r. 
Onie wny to do this \.JO•Jld. be to stress inv~~5t1gntfon, nol of the phy~icnl 
ph-:?no;11~na, but rnthi!r of t:1c: people v:ho <!o t:i~ observing • the psychology and 
so~~ology of persons end groups who report ~ec;ng U~0 1 s. If th~ ~mphosls 
W(!:c put here, rnther than on C}:~rnin<.'ltlon of the oh! qu,~st;on of the physicnl 
re.all Ly of the s~w.:cr, I thin~ the scie:nlf fie conmtmJty \.loutd qutckly get the 
r.t~·SSc1£J~ • · 

There ts another reaso~, 't ~cems to me, to do tJ,ls. Exc~pt posstb1y 
1n a field l?ke optkal mctcorolo9y, t c .. in't lm.?:gtne a pupcr coming ouc of 

.the study that would be publishable 1n ~ prcstigfous phsyical science journal, 
I c.«n c1uftc easily !m~g nc~. hO'dCV(:r, th~t p!';ychologlst5. socfolo9ists. '""-' 
psychlDtrlst~ might \·Jell scncrntc scho1ar1}' p•.Jblications as a result of their 
lnvcst!9ations of the ~~uccr observer~. 

t have not, of course, hc~r~ the story presented by the Air Force pcop1c. 
Thlj t c.om~s \/('c!ncsd.:ly morn l ng, dw t 0th. Ed C"m!on Dnd \·.' 111 Ke 1109~ ~~~'!.£. hc..1'rci 
.tt, hO' .. ·cver, nnd th.Jy Stty the~ projcr;t i5 prcscnt~rl In a vc~y r~u~•onl;blt? li~ht. 

It !s prcmnture to have muc~1 of an oplnton. ·but I 1m Ind 1nN! to feel t:t 
thts early stD9r.: thnt, lf \·:c set up the thin;i risht ~nd tnkc pains to set the 
pro~cr p~ople 1nvolv,c.:d and hove st!ccr.::ss ln pr~sontJ.ng the Image 'tte \'U!Ot to 
presont to the scientific co~nunity, vc could corry th~ JO~ oft to our b~nefit. 
At lc~st. Jt ou~ht not be rejected out of h~nd. 

I,, . 

\.la 1 t rtober t5 p 1 edged NC/\R' !> ccop~rot r on ond z:>~ st s t~nt;e, opr-cc i a 11 y 1 n 
opttce1 meteoro1ogy, a very thinly p0::-t.dot:cd field tn the U.S. (in'.Ooulc'cr 
it is r~prcscr•t~d only nt f?C/~~). 

The University persons who h~wo c:,prc!'.s<-d ~n intcr(?~.t In tht: project 
so fDr are chief types. ~e'll hnvc to be sur~, tf we t~kc on the work, that 
we ccn find properl/ ciunltficd pc.:o~lf..: who '"ill ectun11y do the work. 
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